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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the materials listed on the attached form 
PTO/SB/08 are being brought to the attention of the Examiner for consideration in connection 
with the examination of the above-identified patent application. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed to disclose references cited in a Japanese Patent Office Action issued in 
a corresponding Japanese patent application. A copy of a translation of the Japanese Office 
Action is also provided. Where available, corresponding English language abstracts are 
provided. Certain references cited in the Japanese Office Action have not been cited in this 
Information Disclosure Statement because they have previously been cited in this application. 
Those references are Reny, WO89/09806; Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-510606 (which 
corresponds to U.S. Application Serial No. 09/877,306), and Hu, W098/46695 (which 
corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 5,817,252, previously cited. 

Pursuant to the waiver of the requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(2)(i), copies of the 
U.S. Patent and U.S. Patent Application references set forth and cited on form PTO/SB/08 are 
not enclosed herewith. 

It is respectfully requested the Examiner indicate consideration of the cited references by 
returning a copy of the attached form PTO/SB/08 with initials or other appropriate marks. 
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It is respectfully requested the Examiner indicate consideration of the cited references by 
returning a copy of the attached form PTO/SB/08 with initials or other appropriate marks. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made; an admission that the 
information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 
§ 1.56(b); or an admission that the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, 
prior art. 

A first Office Action has issued in this application; however, prosecution has not yet 
closed. Therefore, pursuant to § 1.97(c), authorization is hereby given to charge the $180.00 fee 
associated with the submission of an Information Disclosure Statement to Deposit Account No. 
50-3569. If any additional fee is required, please accept this as authorization to charge Deposit 
Account No. 50-3569. 



PTO Correspondence Address: 
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CityPlace 1, 185 Asylum Street 
Hartford, CT 06103 
Telephone: (860) 275-6704 
Fax: (860)724-3397 
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Eric E. Grondahl (Reg. No. 46,741) 
Attorney for Applicant 
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*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See 
Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. ^Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO 
Standard ST.3). Vor Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. ^<ind of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place 
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